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The Shop on Royal Street 
9780593334584 
By Karen White 
Berkley $27.00 
Nola Trenholm is hopeful for a fresh start in the Big Easy but must deal with ghosts 
from her past, as well as new ones. After a difficult detour on her road to adulthood, 
Nola Trenholm is looking to begin anew in New Orleans, and what better way to start 
her future than with her first house? But the historic fixer-upper she buys comes with 
even more work than she anticipated when the house’s previous occupants don’t seem 
to be ready to depart. Although she can’t communicate with ghosts like her stepmother 
can, luckily Nola knows someone in New Orleans who is able to, even if he’s the last 

person on earth she wants anything to do with ever again. Beau Ryan comes with his own dark past—a 
past that involves the disappearance of his sister and parents during Hurricane Katrina—and he’s 
connected to the unsolved murder of a woman who once lived in the old Creole cottage Nola is determined 
to make her own. 

 
Dilettante: True Tales of Excess, Triumph, and Disaster 
9780593158487 
By Dana Brown 
Ballantine $28.00 
Dana Brown was a twenty-one-year-old college dropout playing in punk bands and 
partying his way through downtown New York’s early-nineties milieu when he first 
encountered Graydon Carter, the legendary editor of Vanity Fair. After the two had a 
handful of brief interactions (mostly with Brown in the role of cater waiter at Carter’s 
famous cultural salons he hosted at his home), Carter saw what he believed to be 
Brown’s untapped potential, and on a whim, hired him as his assistant. Brown instantly 

became a trusted confidante and witness to all of the biggest parties, blowups, and takedowns. From inside 
the famed Vanity Fair Oscar parties to the emerging world of the tech elite, Brown’s job offered him access 
to some of the most exclusive gatherings and powerful people in the world, and the chance to learn in real 
time what exactly a magazine editor does, all while trying to stay sober enough from the required party 
scene attendance to get the job done.  
 

Ways and Means: Lincoln and His Cabinet and the Financing of the Civil War 
9780735223554 
By Roger Lowenstein 
Penguin $30.00 
From renowned journalist and master storyteller Roger Lowenstein, a revelatory 
financial investigation into how Lincoln and his administration used the funding of the 
Civil War as the catalyst to centralize the government and accomplish the most far-
reaching reform in the country’s history. Upon his election to the presidency, Abraham 
Lincoln inherited a country in crisis. Even before the Confederacy’s secession, the 
United States Treasury had run out of money. The government had no authority to raise 
taxes, no federal bank, no currency. But amid unprecedented troubles Lincoln saw 

opportunity, the chance to legislate in the centralizing spirit of the “more perfect union” that had first drawn 
him to politics. With Lincoln at the helm, the United States would now govern “for” its people: it would enact 
laws, establish a currency, raise armies, underwrite transportation and higher education, assist farmers, 
and impose taxes for them.  
 



 
George V 
9780062567499 
By Jane Ridley 
HarperCollins $35.00 
The grandfather of Queen Elizabeth II, King George V reigned over the British 
Empire from 1910 to 1936, a period of unprecedented international turbulence. 
Yet no one could deny that as a young man, George seemed uninspired. As his 
biographer Harold Nicolson famously put it, "he did nothing at all but kill animals 
and stick in stamps.” The contrast between him and his flamboyant, hedonistic, 
playboy father Edward VII could hardly have been greater. However, though it 
lasted only a quarter-century, George’s reign was immensely consequential. 
He faced a constitutional crisis, the First World War, the fall of thirteen European 
monarchies and the rise of Bolshevism. The suffragette Emily Davison threw 
herself under his horse at the Derby, he refused asylum to his cousin the Tsar 

Nicholas II during the Russian Revolution, and he facilitated the first Labour government. And, as Jane 
Ridley shows, the modern British monarchy would not exist without George; he reinvented the institution, 
allowing it to survive and thrive when its very existence seemed doomed. The status of the British 
monarchy today, she argues, is due in large part to him. How this supposedly limited man managed to 
steer the crown through so many perils and adapt an essentially Victorian institution to the twentieth century 
is a great story in itself. But this book is also a riveting portrait of a royal marriage and family life.  

 
The Paris Bookseller 
9780593102183 
By Kerri Maher 
Berkley $26.00 
The dramatic story of how a humble bookseller fought against incredible odds to 
bring one of the most important books of the 20th century to the world in this new 
novel from the author of The Girl in White Gloves. When bookish young American 
Sylvia Beach opens Shakespeare and Company on a quiet street in Paris in 1919, 
she has no idea that she and her new bookstore will change the course of literature 
itself. Shakespeare and Company is more than a bookstore and lending library: 
Many of the prominent writers of the Lost Generation, like Ernest Hemingway, 
consider it a second home. It's where some of the most important literary 
friendships of the twentieth century are forged, none more so than the one between 

Irish writer James Joyce and Sylvia herself. When Joyce's controversial novel Ulysses is banned, Beach 
takes a massive risk and publishes it under the auspices of Shakespeare and Company. But the success 
and notoriety of publishing the most infamous and influential book of the century comes with steep costs. 
The future of her beloved store itself is threatened when Ulysses' success brings other publishers to woo 
Joyce away. Her most cherished relationships are put to the test as Paris is plunged deeper into the 
Depression and many expatriate friends return to America.  

 
The Christie Affair 
9781250274618 
By Nina de Gramont 
St. Martin’s Press $27.99 
In 1925, Miss Nan O’Dea infiltrated the wealthy, rarefied world of author Agatha 
Christie and her husband, Archie. In every way, she became a part of their life, first, 
both Christies. Then, just Archie. Soon, Nan became Archie’s mistress, luring him 
away from his devoted wife, desperate to marry him. Nan’s plot didn’t begin the day 
she met Archie and Agatha. It began decades before, in Ireland, when Nan was a 
young girl. She and the man she loved were a star-crossed couple who were 
destined to be together, until the Great War, a pandemic, and shameful secrets tore 
them apart. Then acts of unspeakable cruelty kept them separated. What drives 

someone to murder? What will someone do in the name of love? What kind of crime can someone never 
forgive? Nina de Gramont’s brilliant, unforgettable novel explores these questions and more. 
 



 
Box 88 
9781613162736 
By Charles Cumming 
Mysterious Press $27.99 
Lachlan Kite is a member of BOX 88, an elite transatlantic black ops outfit so 
covert that not even MI6 and the CIA are certain of its existence ― but even the 
best spy can’t anticipate every potential threat in a world where dangerous actors 
lurk around every corner. At the funeral of his childhood best friend, Lachlan falls 
into a trap that drops him into the hands of a potentially deadly interrogation, with 
his pregnant wife, also abducted, being held as collateral for the information he’s 
sworn on his own life to protect. Thirty years earlier Lachlan, then just out of the 
upper class boarding school where he was reared, was BOX 88’s newest recruit. 
In the haze of a gap year summer, in which the study of spycraft was intertwined 

with a journey of self-discovery, he cut his teeth on a special assignment on the coast of France, where a 
friendship allowed him special access to one of Iran’s most dangerous men. Today, Lachlan’s nostalgia 
for the trip is corrupted by recollection of the deceit that accompanied it but, in order to save his family, 
he’ll be forced to revisit those painful memories one last time. 

 
Mercy Street 
9780061763304 
By Jennifer Haigh 
Ecco $27.99 
For almost a decade, Claudia has counseled patients at Mercy Street, a clinic in 
the heart of the city. The work is consuming, the unending dramas of women in 
crisis. For its patients, Mercy Street offers more than health care; for many, it is a 
second chance. But outside the clinic, the reality is different. Anonymous threats 
are frequent. A small, determined group of anti-abortion demonstrators appears 
each morning at its door. As the protests intensify, fear creeps into Claudia’s days, 
a humming anxiety she manages with frequent visits to Timmy, an affable pot 
dealer in the midst of his own existential crisis. At Timmy’s, she encounters a 
random assortment of customers, including Anthony, a lost soul who spends most 

of his life online, chatting with the mysterious Excelsior11, the screenname of Victor Prine, an anti-abortion 
crusader who has set his sights on Mercy Street and is ready to risk it all for his beliefs. 

 
Prey 
9780062857873 
By Ayaan Hirsi Ali 
HarperCollins $28.99 
Why are so few people talking about the eruption of sexual violence and 
harassment in Europe’s cities? No one in a position of power wants to admit that 
the problem is linked to the arrival of several million migrants—most of them young 
men—from Muslim-majority countries. In Prey, the best-selling author of Infidel, 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali, presents startling statistics, criminal cases and personal 
testimony.  Among these facts: In 2014, sexual violence in Western Europe 
surged following a period of stability. In 2018 Germany, “offences against sexual 
self-determination” rose 36 percent from their 2014 rate; nearly two-fifths of the 
suspects were non-German. In Austria in 2017, asylum-seekers were suspects in 

11 percent of all reported rapes and sexual harassment cases, despite making up less than 1 percent of 
the total population. This violence isn’t a figment of alt-right propaganda, Hirsi Ali insists, even if neo-Nazis 
exaggerate it. It’s a real problem that Europe, and the world, cannot continue to ignore. She explains why 
so many young Muslim men who arrive in Europe engage in sexual harassment and violence, tracing the 
roots of sexual violence in the Muslim world from institutionalized polygamy to the lack of legal and religious 
protections for women.  A refugee herself, Hirsi Ali is not against immigration. As a child in Somalia, she 
suffered female genital mutilation; as a young girl in Saudi Arabia, she was made to feel acutely aware of 
her own vulnerability. Immigration, she argues, requires integration and assimilation.  
 



 
The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post 
9780593355688 
By Allison Pataki 
Ballantine Books $28.00 
Mrs. Post, the President and First Lady are here to see you.. . . So begins another 
average evening for Marjorie Merriweather Post. Presidents have come and gone, 
but she has hosted them all. Growing up in the modest farmlands of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, Marjorie was inspired by a few simple rules: always think for 
yourself, never take success for granted, and work hard—even when deemed 
American royalty, even while covered in imperial diamonds. Marjorie had an insatiable 
drive to live and love and to give more than she got. From crawling through Moscow 

warehouses to rescue the Tsar’s treasures to outrunning the Nazis in London, from serving the homeless 
of the Great Depression to entertaining Roosevelts, Kennedys, and Hollywood’s biggest stars, Marjorie 
Merriweather Post lived an epic life few could imagine. Marjorie’s journey began gluing cereal boxes in her 
father’s barn as a young girl. No one could have predicted that C. W. Post’s Cereal Company would grow 
into the General Foods empire and reshape the American way of life, with Marjorie as its heiress and 
leading lady. Not content to stay in her prescribed roles of high-society wife, mother, and hostess,  
 

Coco at the Ritz 
9781643138411 
By Gioia Diliberto 
Pegasus Books $25.95 
Though her name is synonymous with elegance and chic, the iconic Coco Chanel 
had a complicated dark side, and in late August 1944, as World War II drew to a 
close, she was arrested and interrogated on charges of treason to France.  Many of 
the facts are lost to history, partly through Chanel's own obfuscation, but this much 
is known: the charges grew out of her war-time romance with a German spy, and 
one morning two soldiers from the French Forces of the Interior—the loose band of 
Resistance fighters, soldiers and private citizens who took up arms in the wake of 
the Liberation of Paris—led Chanel from her suite at the Ritz Hotel in Paris to an 

undisclosed location for questioning. What transpired during her interrogation, who was present, and why 
she was set free when so many other women who’d been involved with German men (willingly or 
otherwise) had their heads shaved or were imprisoned, remains a mystery. In this brilliantly insightful and 
compulsively readable novel from the author of I am Madame X, Gioia Diliberto explores the motivations 
of this complex woman and portrays the gripping battle of wits that could have been her interrogation.  

 
Heiresses 
9781250202734 
By Laura Thompson 
St. Martin’s Press $29.99 
Heiresses: surely they are among the luckiest women on earth. Are they not to be 
envied, with their private jets and Chanel wardrobes and endless funds? Yet all too 
often those gilded lives have been beset with trauma and despair. Before the 20th 
century a wife’s inheritance was the property of her husband, making her vulnerable 
to kidnap, forced marriages, even confinement in an asylum. And in modern times, 
heiresses fell victim to fortune-hunters who squandered their millions. 
Heiresses tells the stories of these million dollar babies: Mary Davies, who inherited 
London’s most valuable real estate, and was bartered from the age of twelve; 
Consuelo Vanderbilt, the original American “Dollar Heiress”, forced into a loveless 

marriage; Barbara Hutton, the Woolworth heiress who married seven times and died almost penniless; 
and Patty Hearst, heiress to a newspaper fortune who was arrested for terrorism. However, there are also 
stories of independence and achievement: Angela Burdett-Coutts, who became one of the greatest 
philanthropists of Victorian England; Nancy Cunard, who lived off her mother's fortune and became a 
pioneer of the civil rights movement; and Daisy Fellowes, elegant linchpin of interwar high society and 
noted fashion editor. 
 


