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Bigtops To Billboards 
9781662482588 
By John Loring 
Page Publishing $57.00 
"BIGTOPS to BILLBOARDS" follows the astonishing career of Colonel Burr Robbins 
beginning with rare, original letters from the Civil War frontlines and then Burr Robbins' 
promotion at twenty-seven to colonel in the Union Army. The war concluded in 1865, with 
his love of showmanship, He opened a cabaret theater in the boom and soon bust 
Pennsylvania oil rush which rapidly collapsed. Having briefly worked for the mid-west's 
largest traveling circus as a teenager before the war, he set his not modest goal on 
building a circus of his own in southern Michigan beginning with only two white hens dyed 

red and green and touted as "the sacred fowl of India", one talented monkey, a young local dancing bear, a 
mule with an unusually broad head said to tell fortunes, one hawk (also colorfully dyed) and his own talents at 
singing, storytelling and advertising. Joining forces and networking with other small shows and signing on 
partners with major connections in the circus world, he built the Burr Robbins Circus into the third largest circus 
in America and changed the look of American towns and cities with his giant posters. It was a rough life moving 
a large circus and menagerie about the war-torn mid-west and across the Mississippi into Indian territories, but 
the circus was the only entertainment, and everyone came. By the mid-1880s Colonel Burr wanted to move on 
to greater projects and sold the circus to the Ringling Brothers who had not yet formed a significant show. The 
sale was completed in 1888. With his belief in poster advertising, he bought up most of the advertising 
companies in Chicago and formed the American Billposting Company which eventually turned into the giant 
General Outdoor Advertising Co. and retired a very rich man with oil fields in southern Kanas and hundreds of 
Chicago properties.  
 

Walk the Blue Line: No right, no left―just cops telling their true stories to James 
Patterson 
9780316406604 
By James Patterson and Matt Eversmann 
Little, Brown $30.00 
Police officers risk their lives every day to protect and serve our homes, families and 
communities. These men and women are our eyes. Our ears. Our protectors. Those who 
wear a badge, doing their best to help people. These cops serve their communities. They 
serve their country. They’re in the business of saving lives, even at the risk of their own. 
These patrol officers and K9 handlers, sheriffs and detectives, reveal what it’s really like 
to wear the uniform, to carry the weight of the responsibility they’ve been given. This is a 
calling. This is the job. 
 
Real Mrs. Tobias 
9780063272354 
By Sally Koslow 
HarperCollins $28.99 
It’s 2015 in New York City, and three women all known as Mrs. Tobias—Veronika, the 
matriarch, her daughter-in-law Mel, and Mel’s daughter-in-law Birdie—are trying to 
navigate personal difficulties, some of which are with one another. Veronika and Mel, 
despite having little in common, are both psychotherapists who are more skilled at helping 
other people than solving their own problems. Birdie, still dealing with the culture shock 
of moving to New York City and marrying into the Tobias clan, is pushed to her limit when 
her husband gets into trouble. 
 

 



 
What Lies in the Woods 
9781250859884 
By Kate Alice Marshall 
Flatiron Books $28.99 
Naomi Shaw used to believe in magic. Twenty-two years ago, she and her two best 
friends, Cassidy and Olivia, spent the summer roaming the woods, imagining a world 
of ceremony and wonder. They called it the Goddess Game. The summer ended 
suddenly when Naomi was attacked. Miraculously, she survived her seventeen stab 
wounds and lived to identify the man who had hurt her. The girls’ testimony put away a 
serial killer, wanted for murdering six women. They were heroes. And they were liars. 
For decades, the friends have kept a secret worth killing for. But now Olivia wants to 
tell, and Naomi sets out to find out what really happened in the woods―no matter how 
dangerous the truth turns out to be. 

 
Snow Hare 
9780316461351 
By Paula Lichtarowicz 
Little Brown $29.00 
Lena has lived a long, quiet life on her farm in Wales, alongside her husband and child. 
But as her end approaches, buried memories begin to return. Of her childhood in 
Poland, and her passion for science. Of the early days of her marriage, reluctant wife 
to an army officer. Of the birth of her daughter, whose arrival changed everything. 
Memories less welcome return, too. Her Polish village, transformed overnight by the 
Soviets, and the war that doomed her entire family to the frigid work camps of the 
Siberian tundra. And buried in that blinding snow, amongst the darkness of survival, 
the most haunting memory of all: that of an extraordinary new love.’ 
 
 

How to Sell a Haunted House 
9780593201268 
By Grady Hendrix 
Berkley $28.00 
When Louise finds out her parents have died, she dreads going home. She doesn’t 
want to leave her daughter with her ex and fly to Charleston. She doesn’t want to 
deal with her family home, stuffed to the rafters with the remnants of her father’s 
academic career and her mother’s lifelong obsession with puppets and dolls. She 
doesn’t want to learn how to live without the two people who knew and loved her 
best in the world. Most of all, she doesn’t want to deal with her brother, Mark, who 
never left their hometown, gets fired from one job after another, and resents her 
success. Unfortunately, she’ll need his help to get the house ready for sale because 
it’ll take more than some new paint on the walls and clearing out a lifetime of 
memories to get this place on the market. But some houses don’t want to be sold, 
and their home has other plans for both of them. 
 

 
 
Southern Girl Meets Vegetarian Boy: Down Home Classics for Vegetarians 
(and the Meat Eaters Who Love Them)  
9781419726699 
By Damaris Phillips  
Abrams $29.99 
Damaris Phillips shares 100 recipes that embody the modern southern kitchen: 
food that retains all its historic comfort and flavor, but can now be enjoyed by 
vegetarians and meat-lovers alike. In Phillips’s household, greens were made with 
pork, and it wasn’t Sunday without fried chicken. So, when she fell in love with a 
vegetarian, she had to transform the way she cooked. This groundbreaking, full-
color cookbook is the happy result. 
 
 



 
Nubian Gold: Ancient Jewelry from Sudan and Egypt 
9789774167829 
By Peter Lacovara and Yvonne J. Markowitz  
The American University in Cairo Press $59.95 
The fabled land of Nubia, whose very name means ‘gold,’ was famous in 
ancient times for its supplies of precious metal, exotic material, and intricate 
craftsmanship. Many of the adornments made in Nubia are masterpieces of 
the jeweler’s art—marvels of design and construction rivaling, and often 
surpassing, adornments made in Egypt and the rest of the ancient 
Mediterranean world. Although these unique treasures are among the most 
stunning to have survived from antiquity, they remain little known. Richly 
illustrated with beautiful photographs of these exquisite items, many of them 
never before published, Nubian Gold also places the jewelry within the 

cultural contexts in which it was manufactured and employed. It tells the story not only of the treasures 
themselves but of the exciting tales of their discovery and the rich background of the exotic and remote 
civilizations that produced them. The book also explores the innovative techniques used to procure the precious 
materials used in the jewelry and to craft them into intricate ornaments replete with magical purpose and coded 
meaning. Featured in the book are not only the intricately crafted pieces themselves but depictions of them in 
sculpture, relief, and painting as well as references to them in ancient texts, locating them within the full 
spectrum of Nubian history, from the earliest beginnings of society to the advent of Christianity. Autographed 
by Peter Lacovara. 

 
Jewels of the Nile: Ancient Egyptian Treasures from the Worcester Art 
Museum 
9781911282792 
By Peter Lacovara 
Giles Publishing $49.95 
Jewels of the Nile celebrates the very first time that the Worcester Art Museum’s 
internationally important collection of Egyptian jewelry – which has undergone 
conservation and cleaning – has been shown together. This strikingly illustrated 
book introduces the reader to the collection of an early 20th century Boston 
couple with a passion for ancient Egypt. The collectors, Laura and Kingsmill 
Marrs, were guided in their acquisitions by Howard Carter, the archaeologist 
who would later achieve world-wide recognition for his discovery of the tomb of 
Tutankhamun (1922). Under his guidance, the Marrs’s purchased an 
outstanding selection of scarabs, amulets, jewellery and cosmetic-related 

articles, including rare blue-toned stone vessels. They also acquired a group of Carter’s watercolor renditions 
of important Egyptian sites and royal figures. These artifacts, as well as objects from Worcester’s stellar 
collection of Egyptian antiquities, are included in the publication. Autographed by Peter Lacovara. 
 

Newport Summer  
9780865653962 
By Ruthie Sommers (Author), Nick Mele (Photographer) 
Vendome $50.00 
Newport, Rhode Island, is one of the last bastions of American high society. The 
grand Gilded Age houses that top its oceanside cliffs and line storied Bellevue 
Avenue are largely untouched by contemporary renovation and taste, and family 
heirlooms are passed down from generation to generation with Yankee thrift. 
Indeed, Newport has an understated elegance that sets it apart from other resort 
towns. Life behind the facades of these elaborate mansions is rarely revealed, 
but now, photographer Nick Mele and author Ruthie Sommers, both Iifelong 
Newport residents, share their entrée into the parties, lawn tennis matches, 
beach clambakes, and family gatherings that make up the glorious days of a 
Newport summer. Picture the foggy mornings of June, the traditional yacht races 

of July, the annual meeting of old friends at Marble House in August, and the melancholy close of the season 
after Labor Day. Through Sommers’s personal, evocative text and Mele’s exquisite photographs of people, 
parties, beaches, and houses, the intimate charms of A Newport Summer come poignantly to life. 
 
 



 
The Art of Sherlock Holmes: West Palm Beach - Special Edition 
9781787054035 
By Steve Emecz (Author), Phil Growick (Editor) 
MX Publishing $64,95 
The Art of Sherlock Holmes is a totally unique experience. Imagine a dozen or more 
of the finest artists in the U.S. creating art for some the best new short stories 
written by some of the finest Holmes authors in the world. Each artist has 
envisioned their version of one story specifically selected for them. All stories and 
art in one large, hardcover, coffee table presentation volume. This first edition 
features artists from West Palm Beach, Florida. Future editions will be global, with 
participating artists contributing from all over the world. The Art of Sherlock Holmes 
was conceived and curated by Phil Growick, himself a renowned Holmes author. 
Autographed by each artist. 
 

 
Music at the White House: From the 18th to the 21st Centuries 
9781931917698 
By Elise K.Kirk   
White House Historical Association $75.00 
A lyrical history of the American presidency and people, this is the story of a 
show that goes on. Elise Kirk traces the story of more than 200 years of 
musical performance in the White House to present the tale of the American 
process of music-making—how music in a democracy has been absorbed, 
shaped, transformed, and perceived from the period of George Washington 
to early in the Donald J. Trump administration. Whether dramatic or abstract, 
vernacular or cultivated, music can mold the political process and shape a 
historic event in a manner like no other. Nancy Reagan once said, “What but 
art can cause tears among strangers?” In her foreword, American soprano 
Jessye Norman explains, "Music is not only the universal language: it is the 
language of the universe. A universe of thought and beauty, of dreams and 

belief. For more than two centuries, music has been understood as an integral part of the myriad-cultured 
educated life of our presidents and their families. Their personal inspiration and enjoyment go hand-in-hand 
with the official presentation of countless performances in the East Room. The long list of musicians of all genres 
who have crossed that welcoming, intimate stage is at once storied and magnificent. This book on the glorious 
mosaic of music at the White House shows us who we are and what we strive to be: One nation." Autographed 
by author Elise Kirk. 
 

Victoria Hagan: Live Now 
9780847870967 
By Victoria Hagan 
Rizzoli $55.00 
As an acclaimed interior designer and member of the AD100 and the Interior 
Design Hall of Fame, Victoria Hagan had achieved the highest pinnacle of 
success in her field. But when 2020 arrived, she found herself, like all of us, 
at home, seeing her life and her space with fresh eyes. The result is this 
book—a creative manifesto and a life-affirming look at the nature of home, 
and how it connects and calms us, comforts and nourishes us. Serenely 
paced to give the images room to breathe, the layout has the rigorous 
simplicity that is so important to Victoria's work Beautifully designed with a 
luxurious oversize package that includes gatefolds, Live Now celebrates the 
quiet and extraordinary beauty of the everyday. Open windows beckon, 
through which we glimpse the ocean, its hues echoed in the interior palette. 
A chair for reading waits on a patio, overlooking an expanse of hills. Fresh 
corn and strawberries from the farmers’ market tumble over a kitchen table. 

The 12 dwellings featured in Live Now may range in style, but all share the soothing, light-filled palette, serenity 
of mood, and aesthetic rigor for which Hagan is renowned, as well as a deep connection to their surroundings, 
from Sonoma to Palm Beach, Manhattan to Martha’s Vineyard. Autographed by author Victoria Hagan. 
 
 


