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French Braid 
9780593321096 
By Anne Tyler 
Knopf $27.00 
The Garretts take their first and last family vacation in the summer of 1959. They hardly 
ever leave home, but in some ways they have never been farther apart. Mercy has 
trouble resisting the siren call of her aspirations to be a painter, which means less time 
keeping house for her husband, Robin. Their teenage daughters, steady Alice and boy-
crazy Lily, could not have less in common. Their youngest, David, is already intent on 
escaping his family's orbit, for reasons none of them understand. Yet, as these lives 

advance across decades, the Garretts' influences on one another ripple ineffably but unmistakably through 
each generation. Full of heartbreak and hilarity, French Braid is classic Anne Tyler: a stirring, uncannily 
insightful novel of tremendous warmth and humor that illuminates the kindnesses and cruelties of our daily 
lives, the impossibility of breaking free from those who love us, and how close, yet how unknowable, every 
family is to itself. 

 
Sea of Tranquility 
9780593321447 
By Emily St. John Mandel 
Knopf $25.00 
Edwin St. Andrew is eighteen years old when he crosses the Atlantic by steamship, 
exiled from polite society following an ill-conceived diatribe at a dinner party. He enters 
the forest, spellbound by the beauty of the Canadian wilderness, and suddenly hears 
the notes of a violin echoing in an airship terminal, an experience that shocks him to 
his core. wo centuries later a famous writer named Olive Llewellyn is on a book tour. 
She’s traveling all over Earth, but her home is the second moon colony, a place of 
white stone, spired towers, and artificial beauty. Within the text of Olive’s best-selling 

pandemic novel lies a strange passage: a man plays his violin for change in the echoing corridor of an 
airship terminal as the trees of a forest rise around him. When Gaspery-Jacques Roberts, a detective in 
the black-skied Night City, is hired to investigate an anomaly in the North American wilderness, he 
uncovers a series of lives upended: The exiled son of an earl driven to madness, a writer trapped far from 
home as a pandemic ravages Earth, and a childhood friend from the Night City who, like Gaspery himself, 
has glimpsed the chance to do something extraordinary that will disrupt the timeline of the universe. 
 
 

Born to Be Hanged: The Epic Story of the Gentlemen Pirates Who Raided the 
South Seas, Rescued a Princess, and Stole a Fortune 
9780316703611 
By Keith Thomson 
Hachette $32.00 
The year is 1680, in the heart of the Golden Age of Piracy, and more than three 
hundred daring, hardened pirates, a potent mix of low-life scallywags and a rare breed 
of gentlemen buccaneers, gather on a remote Caribbean island. The plan: to wreak 
havoc on the Pacific coastline, raiding cities, mines, and merchant ships. The booty: 
the bright gleam of Spanish gold and the chance to become legends. So begins one 
of the greatest piratical adventures of the era, a story not given its full due until now.  
 



 
22 Seconds (Women's Murder Club, 22) 
9780316499378 
By James Patterson 
Little, Brown $29.00 
22 seconds... until Lindsay Boxer loses her badge, or her life. SFPD Sergeant Lindsay 
Boxer has guns on her mind. There’s buzz of a last-ditch shipment of drugs and 
weapons crossing the Mexican border ahead of new restrictive gun laws. Before 
Lindsay can act, her top informant tips her to a case that hits disturbingly close to home. 
Former cops. Professional hits. All with the same warning scrawled on their bodies: You 
talk, you die. Now it’s Lindsay’s turn to choose. 
 

This Time Tomorrow 
9780525539001 
By Emma Straub 
Riverhead Books $28.00 
On the eve of her 40th birthday, Alice’s life isn’t terrible. She likes her job, even if it isn’t 
exactly the one she expected. She’s happy with her apartment, her romantic status, her 
independence, and she adores her lifelong best friend. But her father is ailing, and it feels 
to her as if something is missing. When she wakes up the next morning she finds herself 
back in 1996, reliving her 16th birthday. But it isn’t just her adolescent body that shocks 
her, or seeing her high school crush, it’s her dad:  the vital, charming, 40-something 

version of her father with whom she is reunited. Now armed with a new perspective on her own life and 
his, some past events take on new meaning. Is there anything that she would change if she could? 

 
So Help Me Golf: Why We Love the Game 
978306924934 
By Rick Reilly 
Hachette $29.00 
This is the book Rick Reilly has been writing in the back of his head since he fell in 
love with the game of golf at eleven years old. He unpacks and explores all of the 
wonderful, maddening, heart-melting, heart-breaking, cool, and captivating things 
about golf that make the game so utterly addictive. We meet the PGA Tour player who 
robbed banks by night to pay his motel bills, the golf club maker who takes weekly 
psychedelic trips, and the caddy who kept his loop even after an 11-year prison stint. 
We learn how a man on his third heart nearly won the U.S. Open, how a Vietnam POW 

saved his life playing 18 holes a day in his tiny cell, and about the course that's absolutely free. Reilly 
mines all of the game’s quirky traditions, from the shot of bourbon you take before you tee off at Peyton 
Manning’s course, to the way the starter at St. Andrews announces to your group (and the hundreds of 
tourists watching), “You’re on the first tee, gentlemen.” He means that quite literally: St. Andrews has the 
first tee ever invented.  
 

Trust 
9780593420317 
By Herman Diaz 
Riverhead Books $28.00 
Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard 
of Benjamin and Helen Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the daughter 
of eccentric aristocrats. Together, they have risen to the very top of a world of seemingly 
endless wealth, all as a decade of excess and speculation draws to an end. But at what 
cost have they acquired their immense fortune? This is the mystery at the center 
of Bonds, a successful 1937 novel that all of New York seems to have read. Yet there 

are other versions of this tale of privilege and deceit. Hernan Diaz’s TRUST elegantly puts these competing 
narratives into conversation with one another, and in tension with the perspective of one woman bent on 
disentangling fact from fiction. The result is a novel that spans over a century and becomes more 
exhilarating with each new revelation. 



 
How the World Really Works: The Science Behind How We Got Here and 
Where We're Going 
978593297063 
By Vaclav Smil 
Viking $28.00 
An essential analysis of the modern science and technology that makes our twenty-
first century lives possible, a scientist's investigation into what science really does, 
and does not, accomplish. We have never had so much information at our fingertips 
and yet most of us don’t know how the world really works. This book explains seven 
of the most fundamental realities governing our survival and prosperity. From 
energy and food production, through our material world and its globalization, to risks, 
our environment and its future, How the World Really Works offers a much-needed 

reality check, because before we can tackle problems effectively, we must understand the facts. In this 
ambitious and thought-provoking book we see, for example, that globalization isn’t inevitable, the 
foolishness of allowing 70 per cent of the world’s rubber gloves to be made in just one factory became 
glaringly obvious in 2020, and that our societies have been steadily increasing their dependence on fossil 
fuels, such that any promises of decarbonization by 2050 are a fairy tale. For example, each greenhouse-
grown supermarket-bought tomato has the equivalent of five tablespoons of diesel embedded in its 
production, and we have no way of producing steel, cement or plastics at required scales without huge 
carbon emissions. 

 
The High Sierra 
9780316593014 
By Kim Stanley Robinson 
Little, Brown $40.00 
Kim Stanley Robinson first ventured into the Sierra Nevada mountains during the 
summer of 1973. He returned from that encounter a changed man, awed by a 
landscape that made him feel as if he were simultaneously strolling through an art 
museum and scrambling on a jungle gym like an energized child. He has returned 
to the mountains throughout his life, more than a hundred trips, and has gathered 
a vast store of knowledge about them. The High Sierra is his lavish celebration of 
this exceptional place and an exploration of what makes this span of mountains 

one of the most compelling places on Earth. Over the course of a vivid and dramatic narrative, Robinson 
describes the geological forces that shaped the Sierras and the history of its exploration, going back to the 
indigenous peoples who made it home and whose traces can still be found today. He celebrates the people 
whose ideas and actions protected the High Sierra for future generations. He describes uniquely beautiful 
hikes and the trails to be avoided. Robinson’s own life-altering events, defining relationships, and 
unforgettable adventures form the narrative’s spine.  
 

Because Our Fathers Lied: A Memoir of Truth and Family, from Vietnam to Today 
9780316282239 
By Craig McNamara  
Little, Brown $29.00 
Craig McNamara came of age in the political tumult and upheaval of the late 60s. While 
Craig McNamara would grow up to take part in anti-war demonstrations, his father, 
Robert McNamara, served as John F. Kennedy's Secretary of Defense and the 
architect of the Vietnam War. This searching and revealing memoir offers an intimate 
picture of one father and son at pivotal periods in American history. Because Our 
Fathers Lied is more than a family story, it is a story about America. Before Robert 
McNamara joined Kennedy's cabinet, he was an executive who helped turn around 

Ford Motor Company. Known for his tremendous competence and professionalism, McNamara came to 
symbolize "the best and the brightest." Craig, his youngest child and only son, struggled in his father's 
shadow. When he ultimately fails his draft board physical, Craig decides to travel by motorcycle across 
Central and South America, learning more about the art of agriculture and making what he defines as an 
honest living.  
 



 
A Safe House 
9780593331750 
By Stuart Woods 
Putnam $28.00 
Stone Barrington is looking forward to some quiet time in New York City, until he is 
asked to transport precious, top-secret cargo across the Atlantic. Taking on the 
challenge, Stone flies off unaware of what, or who, he is bringing with him. But his 
plans to lie low are quickly spoiled when a dangerous dispatcher tracks down Stone 
and his tantalizing mystery guest, intent on payback and silencing anyone who poses 
a threat. From the English countryside to the balmy beaches of Key West, Stone is 
on an international mission to hide and protect those closest to him.  

 
Hostile Intent (A Matt Drake Novel) 
9780593333532 
Don Bentley 
Berkley $27.00 
When a mysterious walk-in to the US embassy in Vienna claims to have critical 
information about a Russian intelligence operation, he raises eyebrows. But when 
he asks for Matt Drake by name and calls himself the Irishman, he gets the DIA’s 
premier case officer on a one-way flight. Matt arrives to find Austria’s charming capital 
lousy with intelligence officers, all swirling around Nolan Burke, a onetime member of 
the real IRA. But before Matt can debrief Nolan, the Irishman is kidnapped by a Russian 
direct action team. Now, Matt must find a way to repay the debt of honor he owes Nolan 

while stopping World War III in the process. 
 

Patton's Payback: The Battle of El Guettar and General Patton's Rise to Glory 
9780593183403 
By Stephen L. Moore 
Dutton $30.00 
A stirring World War II combat story of how the legendary George Patton reinvigorated 
a defeated and demoralized army corps, and how his men claimed victory over 
Germany’s most-feared general, Erwin Rommel. In March 1943, in their first fight with 
the Germans, American soldiers in North Africa were pushed back fifty miles by 
Rommel’s Afrika Korps and nearly annihilated. Only the German decision not to 
pursue them allowed the Americans to maintain a foothold in the area. General 
Eisenhower, the supreme commander, knew he needed a new leader on the ground, 

one who could raise the severely damaged morale of his troops. He handed the job to a new man: 
Lieutenant General George Patton. Charismatic, irreverent, impulsive, and inspiring, Patton possessed a 
massive ego and the ambition to match. But he could motivate men to fight.  
 

The Retreat 
9780593489420 
By Sarah Pearse 
Pamela Dorman Books $27.00 
They couldn’t wait to stay here. An idyllic wellness retreat has opened on an island 
off the English coast, promising rest and relaxation, but the island itself, known locally 
as Reaper’s Rock, has a dark past. Once the playground of a serial killer, it’s rumored 
to be cursed. But now they can’t leave. A young woman is found dead below the 
yoga pavilion in what seems to be a tragic fall. But Detective Elin Warner soon learns 
the victim wasn’t a guest, she wasn’t meant to be on the island at all. And they would 
do anything to escape. The longer Elin stays, the more secrets she uncovers. And 
when someone else drowns in a diving incident, Elin begins to suspect that there’s 

nothing accidental about these deaths. But why would someone target the guests at this luxury resort? 
Elin must find the killer, before the island’s history starts to repeat itself. Most are here to recharge and 
refresh. But someone’s here for revenge.  


