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Blood and Ruins 
9780670025169 
By Richard Overy 
Viking $42.00 
Richard Overy sets out in Blood and Ruins to recast the way in which we view 
the Second World War and its origins and aftermath. As one of Britain’s most 
decorated and respected World War II historians, he argues that this was the 
“last imperial war,” with almost a century-long lead-up of global imperial 
expansion, which reached its peak in the territorial ambitions of Italy, 
Germany and Japan in the 1930s and early 1940s, before descending into 
the largest and costliest war in human history and the end, after 1945, of all 
territorial empires. Overy also argues for a more global perspective on the 
war, one that looks broader than the typical focus on military conflict between 
the Allied and Axis states. Above all, Overy explains the bitter cost for those 
involved in fighting, and the exceptional level of crime and atrocity that 
marked the war and its protracted aftermath, which extended far beyond , 

1945. Blood and Ruins is a masterpiece, a new and definitive look at the ultimate struggle over the future 
of the global order, which will compel us to view the war in novel and unfamiliar ways. Thought-provoking, 
original and challenging, Blood and Ruins sets out to understand the war anew. 
 

Sisters of Mokama: The Pioneering Women Who Brought Hope and 
Healing to India 
9780525522355 
By Jyoti Thottam 
Viking $28.00 
Born in 1946, a time when few women dared to leave their house without the 
protection of a man, she left home by herself at just fifteen years old and 
traveled to Bihar—an impoverished and isolated state in northern India that 
had been one of the bloodiest regions of Partition—in order to train to be a 
nurse under the tutelage of the determined and resourceful Appalachian nuns 
who ran Nazareth Hospital. Like Thottam’s mother’s journey, the hospital was 
a radical undertaking: it was run almost entirely by women, who insisted on 
giving the highest possible standard of care to everyone who walked through 
its doors, regardless of caste or religion. Fascinated by her mother’s story, 
Thottam set out to discover the full story of Nazareth Hospital, which had been 
established in 1947 by six nuns from Kentucky. With no knowledge of Hindi, 

and the awareness that they would likely never see their families again, the sisters had traveled to the 
small town of Mokama determined to live up to the pioneer spirit of their order, founded in the rough hills 
of the Kentucky frontier. A year later, they opened the doors of the hospital; soon they began taking in 
young Indian women as nursing students, offering them an opportunity that would change their lives. One 
of those women, of course, was Thottam’s mother. In Sisters of Mokama, Thottam draws upon twenty 
years’ worth of research to tell this inspiring story for the first time. She brings to life the hopes, struggles, 
and accomplishments of these ordinary women, both American and Indian—who succeeded against the 
odds during the tumult and trauma of the years after World War II and Partition. Pain and loss were 
everywhere for the women of that time, but the collapse of the old orders provided the women of Nazareth 
Hospital with an opening, a chance to create for themselves lives that would never have been possible 
otherwise. 
 



 
Life on the Rocks: Building a Future for Coral Reefs 
9780593087305 
By Juli Berwald 
Riverhead Books $28.00 
Coral reefs are a microcosm of our planet: extraordinarily diverse, deeply 
interconnected, and full of wonders. When they’re thriving, these fairy gardens 
hidden beneath the ocean’s surface burst with color and life. They sustain 
bountiful ecosystems and protect vulnerable coasts. Corals themselves are 
evolutionary marvels that build elaborate limestone formations from their 
collective skeletons, broker symbiotic relationships with algae, and manufacture 
their own fluorescent sunblock. But corals across the planet are in the middle of 
an unprecedented die-off, beset by warming oceans, pollution, damage by 
humans, and a devastating pandemic. Juli Berwald fell in love with coral reefs 

as a marine biology student, entranced by their beauty and complexity. Alarmed by their peril, she traveled 
the world to discover how to prevent their loss. She met scientists and activists operating in emergency 
mode, doing everything they can think of to prevent coral reefs from disappearing forever. She was so 
amazed by the ingenuity of these last-ditch efforts that she joined in rescue missions, unexpected 
partnerships, and risky experiments, and helped rebuild reefs with rebar and zip ties. 
 

Dream Town (An Archer Novel, 3)  
9781538719770 
By David Baldacci 
Grand Central Publishing $29.00 
It’s the eve of 1953, and Aloysius Archer is in Los Angeles to ring in the New Year 
with an old friend, aspiring actress Liberty Callahan, when their evening is 
interrupted by an acquaintance of Callahan’s: Eleanor Lamb, a screenwriter in dire 
straits. After a series of increasingly chilling events—mysterious phone calls, the 
same blue car loitering outside her house, and a bloody knife left in her sink—
Eleanor fears that her life is in danger, and she wants to hire Archer to look into the 
matter. Archer suspects that Eleanor knows more than she’s saying, but before he 
can officially take on her case, a dead body turns up inside of Eleanor’s home and 
Eleanor herself disappears. Missing client or not, Archer is dead set on finding both 

the murderer and Eleanor. With the help of Callahan and his partner Willie Dash, he launches an 
investigation that will take him from mob-ridden Las Vegas to the glamorous world of Hollywood to the 
darkest corners of Los Angeles—a city in which beautiful faces are attached to cutthroat schemers, where 
the cops can be more corrupt than the criminals and where the powerful people responsible for his client’s 
disappearance will kill without a moment’s hesitation if they catch Archer on their trail.  
 

What Happened to the Bennetts 
9780525539674 
By Lisa Scottoline 
Putnam $28.00 
Jason Bennett is a suburban dad who owns a court-reporting business, but one 
night, his life takes a horrific turn. He is driving his family home after his daughter’s 
field hockey game when a pickup truck begins tailgating them, on a dark stretch 
of road. Suddenly two men jump from the pickup and pull guns on Jason, 
demanding the car. A horrific flash of violence changes his life forever. Later that 
awful night, Jason and his family receive a visit from the FBI. The agents tell them 
that the carjackers were members of a dangerous drug-trafficking organization - 
and now Jason and his family are in their crosshairs. The agents advise the 
Bennetts to enter the witness protection program right away, and they have no 
choice but to agree. But WITSEC was designed to protect criminal informants, 

not law-abiding families. Taken from all they know, trapped in an unfamiliar life, the Bennetts begin to fall 
apart at the seams. Then Jason learns a shocking truth and realizes that he has to take matters into his 
own hands. 
 



 
Once A Thief 
9780316456098 
By Christopher Reich 
Mulholland Books $28.00 
Simon Riske sits in sun-dappled Napa Valley, toasting the record hundred-
million-dollar sale of a rare 1963 Ferrari which he restored himself. The buyer, a 
sophisticated French woman, Sylvie Bettencourt, has purchased the car for an 
unnamed client whose anonymity she will guard at all costs. Riske enjoys her 
company and the flowing champagne until Sylvie’s formidable Russian 
bodyguard storms in, claiming the vehicle is a fake. Riske is given an ultimatum. 
Prove the car is the real thing…or else. Meanwhile, in Lugano, Switzerland, Carl 
Bildt, banker to the rich and nefarious, is killed by a powerful car bomb, moments 
before he can deliver evidence to the authorities and disappear into witness 
protection. His beautiful and headstrong daughter, Anna, rushes to Switzerland 

to investigate her father’s violent death. As Simon Riske strives to prove the Ferraris’ authenticity and look 
deeper into Sylvie’s past–and the identity of her client—he crosses paths with Anna Bildt and discovers 
they have an enemy in common.  From the bustling streets of London to a secret outpost high in the 
French Alps, from the freeports of Corsica to the glittering beaches of the Costa Smeralda, the Emerald 
Coast, of Sardinia, Riske and Anna find themselves players in a deadly game, where billions of dollars 
change hands and knowledge is paid for with your life. 

 
The Palace Papers: Inside the House of Windsor--the Truth and the Turmoil 
9780593138090 
By Tina Brown 
Crown $35.00 
“Never again” became Queen Elizabeth II’s mantra shortly after Princess Diana’s 
tragic death. More specifically, there could never be “another Diana”—a member of 
the family whose global popularity upstaged, outshone, and posed an existential 
threat to the British monarchy. Picking up where Tina Brown’s masterful The Diana 
Chronicles left off, The Palace Papers reveals how the royal family reinvented itself 
after the traumatic years when Diana’s blazing celebrity ripped through the House 
of Windsor like a comet. Brown takes readers on a tour de force journey through 
the scandals, love affairs, power plays, and betrayals that have buffeted the 
monarchy over the last twenty-five years. We see the Queen’s stoic resolve after 

the passing of Princess Margaret, the Queen Mother, and Prince Philip, her partner for seven decades, 
and how she triumphs in her Jubilee years even as family troubles rage around her. Brown explores Prince 
Charles’s determination to make Camilla Parker Bowles his wife, the tension between William and Harry 
on “different paths,” the ascendance of Kate Middleton, the downfall of Prince Andrew, and Harry and 
Meghan’s stunning decision to step back as senior royals. Despite the fragile monarchy’s best efforts, 
“never again” seems fast approaching. 
 

Blood Sugar 
9780593331545 
By Sascha Rothchild 
Putnam $27.00 
Though she may be a murderer, Ruby is not a sociopath. She is an animal-loving 
therapist with a thriving practice. She’s felt empathy and sympathy. She’s had 
long-lasting friendships and relationships, and has a husband, Jason, whom she 
adores. But the homicide detectives at Miami Beach PD are not convinced of her 
happy marriage. When we meet Ruby, she is in a police interrogation room, being 
accused of Jason’s murder. Which, ironically, is one murder that she did not 
commit, though a scandal-obsessed public believes differently. As she 
undergoes questioning, Ruby’s mind races back to all the details of her life that 
led her to this exact moment, and to the three dead bodies in her wake. Because 
though she may not have killed her husband, Ruby certainly isn’t innocent. 

 



 
The Investigator 
9780593328682 
By John Sandford 
Putnam $29.00 
By age twenty-four, Letty Davenport has seen more action and uncovered more 
secrets than many law enforcement professionals. Now a recent Stanford grad with 
a master’s in economics, she’s restless and bored in a desk job for U.S. Senator 
Colles. Letty’s ready to quit, but her skills have impressed Colles, and he offers her 
a carrot: feet-on-the-ground investigative work, in conjunction with the Department 
of Homeland Security. Several oil companies in Texas have reported thefts of 
crude, Colles tells her.  He isn’t so much concerned with the oil as he is with the 
money: who is selling the oil, and what are they doing with the profits? Rumor has 
it that a fairly ugly militia group—led by a woman known only as Lorelai—might be 

involved. Colles wants to know if the money is going to them, and if so, what they’re planning. Letty is 
partnered with a DHS investigator, John Kaiser, and they head to Texas.  When the case quicky turns 
deadly, they know they’re on the track of something bigger.  Lorelai and her group have set in motion an 
explosive plan . . . and the clock is ticking down. 

 
The Last Baron: The Paris Kidnapping That Brought Down an Empire 
By Tom Sancton 
9780593183809 
Dutton $28.00 
What does it take to create a dynasty? What does it take to keep one going? And 
what does it take to save the life of the dazzling but flawed man who inherited it 
all? Launched in the 1880s by the first baron, the Empain industrial empire 
spread from Belgium and France to span more than a dozen countries. When 
Wado took over, he further expanded the company, became a key player in 
France’s nuclear sector, and, by the mid-1970s, was one of the country’s most 
powerful business leaders—a self-described “master of the universe.” But these 
were also the “years of lead,” marked by a rash of high-profile kidnappings 
around the globe, including the headline-grabbing seizure of American heiress 
Patty Hearst. Wado’s vertiginous rise caught the eye of Alain Cailloll, a small-

time gangster who had grown up in a wealthy family before embracing a life of crime. On January 23, 1978, 
Caillol and his confederates snatched the baron off the Paris streets, sure that they’d get the 80 million 
francs they demanded in ransom. To show they meant business, they chopped off Wado’s little finger and 
warned that more body parts would follow.  
 

The Good Left Undone 
9780593183328 
By Adriana Trigiani  
Dutton $28.00 
Matelda, the Cabrelli family’s matriarch, has always been brusque and 
opinionated. Now, as she faces the end of her life, she is determined to share a 
long-held secret with her family about her own mother’s great love story: with her 
childhood friend, Silvio, and with dashing Scottish sea captain John Lawrie 
McVicars, the father Matelda never knew. In the halcyon past, Domenica Cabrelli 
thrives in the coastal town of Viareggio until her beloved home becomes unsafe 
when Italy teeters on the brink of World War II. Her journey takes her from the 
rocky shores of Marseille to the mystical beauty of Scotland to the dangers of 
wartime Liverpool—where Italian Scots are imprisoned without cause—as 
Domenica experiences love, loss, and grief while she longs for home. A hundred 

years later, her daughter, Matelda, and her granddaughter, Anina, face the same big questions about life 
and their family’s legacy, while Matelda contemplates what is worth fighting for. But Matelda is running out 
of time, and the two timelines intersect and weave together in unexpected and heartbreaking ways that 
lead the family to shocking revelations and, ultimately, redemption. 


