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The Night the Lights Went Out 

By Karen White 
Berkley $26.00 
Recently divorced, Merilee Talbot Dunlap moves with her two children to the 

Atlanta suburb of Sweet Apple, Georgia. It’s not her first time starting over, 
but her efforts at a new beginning aren’t helped by an anonymous local blog 

that dishes about the scandalous events that caused her marriage to fail. 
Merilee finds some measure of peace in the cottage she is renting from town 
matriarch Sugar Prescott. Though stubborn and irascible, Sugar sees 

something of herself in Merilee—something that allows her to open up about 
her own colorful past. Sugar’s stories give Merilee a different perspective on 

the town and its wealthy school moms in their tennis whites and shiny SUVs, and even on her 
new friendship with Heather Blackford.  

 
Earthly Remains 
By Donna Leon 

Atlantic Monthly Press $25.00 
Commissario Guido Brunetti is a good man who loves his family and his city. 

He is relentless in his pursuit of truth and some measure of justice. Now, 
Brunetti’s endurance is tested more than ever. During an interrogation of an 
entitled, arrogant man suspected of giving drugs to a young girl who then 

died, Brunetti acts rashly, doing something he will quickly come to regret. In 
the fallout, he realizes that he needs a break, needs to get away from the 

stifling problems of his work. When Brunetti is granted leave from the 
Questura, his wife, Paola, suggests he stay at the villa of a relative on Sant’Erasmo, one of the 
largest islands in the laguna. There he intends to pass his days rowing, and his nights reading 

Pliny’s Natural History.  
 

The Red Hunter 
By Lisa Unger 
Simon & Schuster $25.99 

Claudia Bishop’s perfect life fell apart when the aftermath of a brutal assault 
left her with a crumbling marriage, a newborn daughter, and a constant sense 

of anxiety about the world around her. Now, looking for a fresh start with a 
home restoration project and growing blog, Claudia takes on a crumbling old 
house, one that unbeknownst to her has an ugly history and may hide long 

buried secrets. For Zoey Drake the defining moment of her childhood was the 
horrific home invasion murder of her parents. Years later, she has embraced 

the rage that fuels her. Training in the martial arts has made her strong and ready to face the 
demons from the past. Strangers to each other, these two women are on a collision 
coursebecause Zoey’s past nightmare and Claudia’s dreams for her future take place in the 

very same house. As Zoey seeks justice, and Claudia seeks peace, both will confront the 
monsters at the door that are the most frightening of all. 

 



 
The End of Fun 

By Sean McGinty 
Hyperion $9.99 

Everyday Reality is a Drag. FUN -the latest in augmented reality-is 
fun (YAY!) but it's also frustrating, glitchy, and dangerously 
addictive (BOO!). Just when everyone else is getting on, 17-year-

old Aaron O'Faolain wants off. But first he has to complete his 
Application for Termination, and in order to do that he has to deal 

with his History-not to mention the present, including his 
grandfather's suicide and a series of clues that may (or may not) 
lead to buried treasure. As he attempts to unravel the mystery, 

Aaron is sidetracked again and again. Shadowed by his virtual "best 
friend," Homie, Aaron struggles with love, loss, dog bites, 

community theater, wild horses, wildfires, and the fact (deep 
breath) that actual reality can sometimes surprise you. Sean 

McGinty's strikingly profound debut unearths a world that is eerily familiar, yet utterly 

original. Discover what it means to come to the end of fun. 
 

The Release 
BY Tom Isbell 

Harper Teen $17.99 
Two months have passed since Book, Cat, Hope, and the others 
rescued the remaining Less Thans from Liberty, but they aren’t safe 

yet, and soon they’ll have to risk everything in order to defeat their 
enemies. The group must leave the camp for good and escape the 

wolves, the Brown Shirts, and the Hunters. Most important, they need 
to stop Chancellor Maddox before she executes her Final Solution and 
grows even more powerful. While the others are seeking freedom, for 

Hope, the battle has become personal. She wants revenge, no matter 
what the cost and she’s willing to sacrifice anything standing in her 

way. The group may still be weak, but they don’t have time to wait. 
They must overthrow the Chancellor, even if it means joining forces with those who once 
betrayed them. 

 
Just Fly Away 

By Andrew McCarthy 
Algonquin Young Readers $17.99 
When fifteen-year-old Lucy Willows discovers that her father has a 

child from a brief affair, an eight-year-old boy who lives in her own 
suburban New Jersey town, she begins to question everything she 

thinks she knows about her home and her life. How could Lucy’s father 
have betrayed the entire family? How could her mother forgive him? 
And why isn’t her sister rocked by the news the way Lucy is? As her 

father’s secret becomes her own, Lucy grows more and more isolated 
from her friends, her family, and even her boyfriend, Simon, the one 

person she thought understood her. When Lucy escapes to Maine, the 
home of her mysteriously estranged grandfather, she finally begins to 
get to the bottom of her family’s secrets and lies. 
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Olivia the Spy 
By Ian Falconer 

Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books $17.99 
Ages: 4 to 8 

Everyone’s favorite pig is about to have a birthday but will her penchant 
for eavesdropping lead to more than presents? Olivia’s birthday is days 
away. Plans must be made. Who makes plans? Moms! Who simply must 

know the plans? Olivia, who is NOT above eavesdropping. But when she 
not-so-accidentally-but-kinda overhears her mom talking about her not-

so-squeaky-clean-and-possibly-very-bad-behavior, Olivia’s imagination 
runs wild because it sounds like not only will there be no birthday, but 

Mom might just be sending her to military school instead. What a BAD birthday that would 

be! 
 

 
Goldfish Ghost 
By Lemony Snicket 

Roaring Brook Press $17.99 
Ages: 4 to 8 

Goldfish Ghost was born on the surface of the water in the bowl on 
a dresser in a boy’s room. The boy’s room was pleasant and familiar, 
but Goldfish Ghost wanted company, so he set out to find a friend. 

He floats over the neighborhood, past the pier, and let the breeze 
carry him into town where he discovers that not many people pay 

attention to goldfish ghosts. Off he floats, searching for the perfect 
home and the perfect friend 
and then he hears a voice.  

 
The Legend of Rock Paper Scissors  

By Drew Daywalt 
Balzer + Bray $17.99 
Ages: 4 to 8 

From acclaimed, bestselling creators Drew Daywalt, author of The Day 
the Crayons Quit and The Day the Crayons Came Home, and Adam 

Rex, author-illustrator of Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich, comes a 
laugh-out-loud hilarious picture book about the epic tale of the classic 

game Rock, Paper, Scissors.  
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Last Hope Island: Britain, Occupied Europe, and the 

Brotherhood That Helped Turn the Tide of War 
By Lynn Olson 

Random House $30.00 
When the Nazi blitzkrieg rolled over continental Europe in the early 
days of World War II, the city of London became a refuge for the 

governments and armed forces of six occupied nations who escaped 
there to continue the fight. So, too, did General Charles de Gaulle, the 

self-appointed representative of free France. As the only European 
democracy still holding out against Hitler, Britain became known to 
occupied countries as “Last Hope Island.” Getting there, one young 

emigré declared, was “like getting to heaven.” In this epic, character-
driven narrative, acclaimed historian Lynne Olson takes us back to 

those perilous days when the British and their European guests joined forces to combat the 
mightiest military force in history. Here we meet the courageous King Haakon of Norway, 
whose distinctive “H7” monogram became a symbol of his country’s resistance to Nazi rule, 

and his fiery Dutch counterpart, Queen Wilhelmina, whose antifascist radio broadcasts rallied 
the spirits of her defeated people.  

 
The Stars are Fire 

By Anita Shreve 
Knopf $25.95 
In October 1947, after a summer long drought, fires break out all along 

the Maine coast from Bar Harbor to Kittery and are soon racing out of 
control from town to village. Five months pregnant, Grace Holland is left 

alone to protect her two toddlers when her husband, Gene, joins the 
volunteer firefighters. Along with her best friend, Rosie, and Rosie's two 
young children, Grace watches helplessly as their houses burn to the 

ground, the flames finally forcing them all into the ocean as a last resort. 
The women spend the night frantically protecting their children, and in 

the morning find their lives forever changed: homeless, penniless, 
awaiting news of their husbands' fate, and left to face an uncertain future in a town that no 
longer exists. In the midst of this devastating loss, Grace discovers glorious new freedoms, 

joys and triumphs she could never have expected her narrow life with Gene could contain 
and her spirit soars. And then the unthinkable happens and Grace's bravery is tested as never 

before. 
 
Shadow Land 

By Elizabeth Kostova 
Ballentine $28.00 

A young American woman, Alexandra Boyd, has traveled to Sofia, 
Bulgaria, hoping that life abroad will salve the wounds left by the loss 
of her beloved brother. Soon after arriving in this elegant East 

European city, however, she helps an elderly couple into a taxi—and 
realizes too late that she has accidentally kept one of their bags. Inside 

she finds an ornately carved wooden box engraved with a name: 
Stoyan Lazarov. Raising the hinged lid, she discovers that she is 
holding an urn filled with human ashes. As Alexandra sets out to locate 

the family and return this precious item, she will first have to uncover 
the secrets of a talented musician who was shattered by political 

oppression and she will find out all too quickly that this knowledge is fraught with its own 
danger. 


