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Never Never 

By James Patterson 
Little, Brown $28.00 
In the Never Never, no one knows if you're dead or alive. Detective 

Harriet Blue of the Sydney Police Department prides herself on an 
uncanny ability to catch the most deviant of criminals. So when her 

brother is charged with a brutal string of murders, it rocks her world. 
Shocked, in denial, and facing uncomfortable questions about how much 
she knew, Harry is transferred to avoid the media circus. Investigating 

the disappearance of a worker in an isolated mine deep inside the 
desolate Australian outback, the Never Never, she uncovers an insular 

society that has sprung up around the mine. It's a world full of easy 
money, plenty of immoral ways to spend it, and no shortage of suspects. 

Still reeling from her investigative failures back home, Harry must get to the bottom of the 
mine's mysteries before she vanishes into the wilds of the Never Never for good. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 By James Patterson 

Welcome to BookShots by James Patterson. Life moves fast, books should too. Pulse-

pounding thrillers under $5 and 150 pages or less.  
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Queen of Hearts  

By Colleen Oakes  
Harper Teen $9.99 
The first novel in Colleen Oakes’s epic, imaginative series tells the origin 

of one of the most infamous villains, the Queen of Hearts. This is not 
the story of the Wonderland we know. Alice has not fallen down a rabbit 

hole. This is a Wonderland where beneath each smile lies a secret, each 
tart comes with a demand, and only prisoners tell the truth. Dinah is 
the princess who will one day reign over Wonderland. She has not yet 

seen the dark depths of her kingdom; she longs only for her father’s 
approval and a future with the boy she loves. But when a betrayal 

breaks her heart and threatens her throne, she is launched into 
Wonderland’s dangerous political game.  

 

Unhooked 
By Lisa Maxwell 

Simon Pulse $10.99 
For as long as she can remember, Gwendolyn Allister has never had a 
place to call home. Her mother believes they are being hunted by brutal 

monsters, and those delusions have brought them to London, far from 
the life Gwen had finally started to build for herself. Gwen’s only saving 

grace is that her best friend, Olivia, is with her for the summer. But 
shortly after their arrival, the girls are kidnapped by shadowy creatures 
and dragged into a world of flesh-eating sea hags and dangerous Fey. 

And Gwen begins to realize that maybe her mother isn’t so crazy after 
all. Gwen discovers that this new world she inhabits is called Neverland, 

but it’s nothing like the Neverland you’ve heard about in stories. Here, 
good and evil lose their meaning and memories slip like water through your fingers. As Gwen 

struggles to remember where she came from and tries to find a way home, she must choose 
between trusting the charming fairy-tale hero who says all the right things and the 
captivating pirate who promises to keep her safe. 

 
 

Front Lines 
By Michael Grant 
HarperCollins $9.99 

World War II, 1942. A court decision makes women subject to the 
draft and eligible for service. The unproven American army is going 

up against the greatest fighting force ever assembled, the armed 
forces of Nazi Germany. Three girls sign up to fight. Rio Richlin, 
Frangie Marr, and Rainy Schulterman are average girls, girls with 

dreams and aspirations, at the start of their lives, at the start of their 
loves. Each has her own reasons for volunteering: Rio fights to honor 

her sister; Frangie needs money for her family; Rainy wants to kill 
Germans. For the first time they leave behind their homes and 
families to go to war. 

 
 

 

Books for Teens 

https://www.amazon.com/Colleen-Oakes/e/B0096FFCEE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 
Sci-Fi Junior High 
By John Martin & Scott Seegert 

Little, Brown $13.99 
Ages: 8 to 11 

Presented by James Patterson's new children's imprint, this gleefully 
illustrated space adventure is a laugh on every page. That's a lot of laughs! 
Kelvin Klosmo isn't just the new kid at school, he's the new kid in the 

galaxy! Welcome to Sci-Fi Junior High: an inter-galactic space station with 
students of all shapes, sizes, smells, and slime content. As the son of 

Earth's two most famous geniuses, Kelvin isn't just the smartest kid in the 
world he's the smartest kid in the UNIVERSE. At least, that's what 

everybody at Sci-Fi Junior High thinks. So, maybe Kelvin lied a little about being a genius to 

fit in. And maybe a mad scientist is about to take over the universe unless Kelvin can stop 
him. Maybe everyone is doomed. Well, at least Kelvin won't have to worry about math 

homework anymore.  
 
House of Robots: Robot Revolution 

By James Patterson 
Little, Brown $13.99 

Ages: 8 to 11 
Robots on strike! Sammy's underappreciated mechanical helpers are 
causing chaos in book 3 of the bestselling House of Robots series. After 

a few early glitches in their relationship, Sammy and his "bro-bot" E are 
now fast friends. In fact, E is such a valued member of the family that 

the other electronic occupants of the House of Robots are feeling sorely 
unappreciated. And when Sammy's inventor mom becomes distracted 
by a top-secret project, the robots soon begin to fall into disrepair. Cue 

a robot revolt, with the droids wreaking harmless havoc in the house! 
Armed with pranks like glue in the shampoo bottles and flying toast missiles, the robots 

demand to be cared for.  
 

Ada Twist, Scientist 

By Andrea Beaty (Author), David Roberts (Illustrator) 
Harry Abrams $17.95 

Ages 5 to 7 
Like her classmates, builder Iggy and inventor Rosie, scientist Ada, a 

character of color, has a boundless imagination and has always been 
hopelessly curious. Why are there pointy things stuck to a rose? Why are 
there hairs growing inside your nose? When her house fills with a horrific, 

toe-curling smell, Ada knows it’s up to her to find the source. What would 
you do with a problem like this? Not afraid of failure, Ada embarks on a 

fact-finding mission and conducts scientific experiments, all in the name of discovery. But, 
this time, her experiments lead to even more stink and get her into trouble! Inspired by real-
life makers such as Ada Lovelace and Marie Curie, Ada Twist, Scientist champions girl power 

and women scientists, and brings welcome diversity to picture books about girls in science. 
Touching on themes of never giving up and problem solving, Ada comes to learn that her 

questions might not always lead to answers, but rather to more questions.  
 
 

 

Books for Children 

https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Beaty/e/B001JRVRLO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=David+Roberts&search-alias=books&field-author=David+Roberts&sort=relevancerank


 
Humans, Bow Down 

By James Patterson & Emily Raymond, illustrated by Alexander 
Ovchinnikov 

Little, Brown $28.00 
In a world run by machines, humans are an endangered species. The 
Great War is over. The Robots have won. The humans who survived 

have two choices—they can submit and serve the vicious rulers they 
created or be banished to the Reserve, a desolate, unforgiving 

landscape where it's a crime to be human. And the robots aren't 
content—following the orders of their soulless leader, they're planning 
to conquer humanity's last refuge. With nothing left to lose, Six, a feisty, 

determined young woman whose family was killed with the first shots 
of the war, is a rebel with a cause. On the run for her life after an 

attempted massacre, Six is determined to save humanity before the robots finish what the 
Great War started and wipe humans off the face of the earth, once and for all. 
               

 
Her Every Fear 

By Peter Swanson 
William Morrow $26.99 

Growing up, Kate Priddy was always a bit neurotic, experiencing 
momentary bouts of anxiety that exploded into full blown panic 
attacks after an ex-boyfriend kidnapped her and nearly ended her 

life. When Corbin Dell, a distant cousin in Boston, suggests the two 
temporarily swap apartments, Kate, an art student in London, 

agrees, hoping that time away in a new place will help her overcome 
the recent wreckage of her life. But soon after her arrival at Corbin’s 
grand apartment on Beacon Hill, Kate makes a shocking discovery: 

his next-door neighbor, a young woman named Audrey Marshall, has 
been murdered. When the police question her about Corbin, a shaken 

Kate has few answers, and many questions of her own—curiosity that 
intensifies when she meets Alan Cherney, a handsome, quiet tenant who lives across the 
courtyard, in the apartment facing Audrey’s. Alan saw Corbin surreptitiously come and go 

from Audrey’s place, yet he’s denied knowing her. Then, Kate runs into a tearful man claiming 
to be the dead woman’s old boyfriend, who insists Corbin did the deed the night that he left 

for London.  
 

The Old Man 

By Thomas Perry 
Mysterious Press $26.00 

To all appearances, Dan Chase is a harmless retiree in Vermont with two 
big mutts and a grown daughter he keeps in touch with by phone. But 
most sixty-year-old widowers don’t have multiple driver’s licenses, 

savings stockpiled in banks across the country, and a bugout kit with two 
Beretta Nanos stashed in the spare bedroom closet. Most have not spent 

decades on the run. Thirty-five years ago, as a young hotshot in army 
intelligence, Chase was sent to Libya to covertly assist a rebel army. 
When the plan turned sour, Chase reacted according to his own ideas of 

right and wrong, triggering consequences he could never have 
anticipated. And someone still wants him dead because of them. Just as he had begun to 

think himself finally safe, Chase must reawaken his survival instincts to contend with the 
history he has spent his adult life trying to escape.  
 


